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All of the words listed here will appear in the first WordMasters Challenge, which will be held at your
school between November 20 and December 11. (Your teacher will tell you exactly when.) The
WordMasters Challenge is an analogy-solving coritest. The contest will challenge you to use the words from

your list in logical pairs that will look like this:

CIVILIZATION : PRIMITIVE :: POLITICAL PARTY :

(a. homely / b. pretentious / c. embryonic / d. emancipated / e. unavailing)

To do this well, you will have to understand the exact meanings of all of your words, and you will have to

reason carefully about the relationships shown in the pairs.

Here is how you should get ready for the Challenge: After you have learned the meanings of these words,
think about possible relationships among them. Which words have similar meanings? Which words have
nearly opposite meanings? (Of course, some words have more than one meaning and can be pronounced in

more than one way.) Think of some categories under which several words might be grouped.

Be sure you understand the part of speech of a word—whether it's a noun, a vetb, or an adjective. (Some
words, such as “pelt” and “burrow” and “shackle” and “purge” and “flail” and “cloister” on this list, can
be either a noun or a verb depending on how they are used.) Pay attention to the prefixes and suffixes of
words, because they are often clues to meaning and part of speech. And try to familiarize yourself with other
forms of these words—not just “embrye” but also “embryonic,” not just “emancipate” but also
“emancipation,” not just “pretentious” but also “unpretentious” and “pretension,” not just “unavailing”
but also “avail,” not just “subjugate” but also “subjugation,” not just “shackle” but also “unshackled,”

not just “homely” but also “homeliness,” not just “abolish” but also “abolition,” not just “colossal” but

also “colossus,” etc.

L. aerie | 13. promontory
2. brandish 14. teem
3. sylvan 15. | homely
4. embryo 16. pittance
5. subjugate | 17. abolish
6. pretentious 18. barren
7. onslaught 19. cloister
8. shackle 20. emancipate
9. aquatic 21, paltry \
10. purge 22. fiail
il. unavailing . 23. colossal
12. bastion , 24. burrow
25. pelt

Keep this list. Some of these words will also appear in the second and third WordMasters Challenges, scheduled for later this
year.



